
 
 

Policy Title:   Assessment and Acceptance of Non In-residence Learning  

Policy Number:   PS 2402 

Purpose of Policy:   To establish guidelines relative to the assessment and acceptance of 
learning not completed in residence with the purpose of determining if 
academic credit may be granted and transcribed as transfer credit 

Applies to: All students and prospective students, faculty, staff 

Policy Statement:  

Bellevue University recognizes there are many valid modes of attaining post-secondary level education. 
These modes can be truncated into two major areas; 1) academic credit attained at accredited post-
secondary institutions, 2) Learning attained not from accredited post –secondary institutions. The 
responsibility for the evaluation and application of non-resident learning is placed with the Registrar’s 
Office or appropriate university designate as needed. 

 
Academic learning attained at accredited post-secondary institutions may be granted academic credit 
when all of the following conditions are met: 

 The credit is presented on an official institutional transcript  
 The official institutional transcript reflects a course grade of C- or better, or is designated as 

Pass/Satisfactory, or credit has been awarded by testing or examination, or credit has been 
accepted by an accredited institution toward a degree that is accepted in full by Bellevue 
University 

 The credit is not for a nondevelopment or remedial course  
 The course is disparate from other courses granted academic credit 

 
Assessment of learning not from accredited post –secondary institutions will be conducted or validated 
based on the standards promulgated by nationally recognized educational agencies or by following the 
prevailing internal process to determine academic rigor. 

 
 
Approved agencies include: 

 American Council on Education (ACE) including advanced placement tests 



 Council for Adult and Experiential Learning (CAEL) 
 North Central Association of Colleges and Schools-Higher Learning Commission (NCAS-HLC) 
 Council for Higher Education Accreditation(CHEA) 
 College Level Examination Program(CLEP) 
 Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES) now DSST  
 NYU Foreign Language Proficiency Exams or ACT/RCE testing 

 
Learning sources such as the military, experiential, open courseware/MOOC and corporate training 
under articulation agreement or otherwise, are eligible to receive academic credit when rigor is 
demonstrated appropriate for higher education upon completion of the prevailing internal assessment 
process. Unless otherwise noted, submission of appropriate credentials or a portfolio is part of the 
internal process.  

 
Transferred academic credit must demonstrate equivalence with courses required for the degree or of 
equivalent rigor. Academic credit granted from non in-residence learning may be applied towards the 
general education core, electives and major courses. The Kirkpatrick Signature Series courses are 
required to be completed in residence. Non in-residence academic credit transferred to Bellevue 
University is not computed in the calculation of students’ in-residence GPA nor does it satisfy residency 
requirements. 

 
Bellevue University reserves the right to determine if academic credit may be granted in situations not 
addressed in this policy. Students may petition the Vice President of Academic Affairs or his/her 
designee in writing to appeal the Registrar’s decision relative to transferrable academic credit. 

 

Supporting Documentation: Higher Learning Commission’s The New Criteria for Accreditation 
adopted February 24, 2012.  Supports the requirements initiated by the 
Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE) of the U.S. Department of 
Education, PS 2405, Servicemembers Opportunity Act 

Corresponding Publications: Faculty Handbook, Student Handbook, Student Catalog, PS 2405 

Definitions: Accredited: Post-secondary institutions with regional or national 
accreditation recognized by CHEA or U.S. Department of Education 
(USDA)  

In-Residence Learning:  Learning earned through Bellevue University 

Non In-Residence Learning: Learning not earned through Bellevue 
University, e.g., Metropolitan Community College, Corporate Training, 
etc. 



Academic Credit: Learning that has content and rigor appropriate to 
higher education 

Transfer Credit:  Non-resident academic credit applied towards Bellevue 
University degree requirements 

Open Courseware/MOOC:  Teaching, learning, and research resources 
that are open to the public typically at a free or nominal charge. 
Educational resources may include full course materials, modules, 
textbooks, streaming videos, tests, software, and any other tools, 
materials, or techniques used to support access to knowledge, e.g., 
Coursera, edX, Udacity, etc.  

 Official Transcript:  A secure academic transcript sent directly from the 
institution of origin to Bellevue University 

 Post-Secondary Institution:  An optional level of education beyond what 
is typically required by law (High School). University learning is one of 
the most common examples, but community colleges, vocational 
schools, and trade programs also qualify. 

Keywords: Transfer, academic credit, articulation, evaluation, transcript, transfer 
student, military, grades, accreditation, assessment, acceptance 

Responsible Office:  Registrar’s Office 

Contact Information: Registrar’s Office 
 402-557-7245 

Approved by: Dr. Mary Hawkins 

Effective Date: September 15, 2016 

Review Cycle and Dates: This policy statement supersedes previous PS 2402, dated February 1, 
1997. 

 
APPROVED: 

 
/signed/_________________________________  9/13/2016_______________________ 
Dr. Mary Hawkins, Bellevue University President   Date 


